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THE CONTROLLERS,
by H ylda Rolf, introduction 
by E. L. Wheelwright,
F. W. Cheshire. 126 pp.
T H E  PRED O M IN AN T form of p ri­
vate ownership in modern society is 
the public company; public in the 
sense th a t any citizen w ith sufficient 
means can become a p art owner of 
the enterprise by buying shares traded 
on the Stock Exchange.
T h e  num ber of p a rt owners or 
shareholders in any one company may 
run  into hundreds, or, in the case 
of the largest, many thousands.
W ith  so many hundreds, or thou­
sands, of p a rt owners, how is single­
ness of purpose arrived at in the 
conduct of the company? T h is is 
achieved through the elected Board of 
Directors, who form ulate and carry 
through company policy.
T h e  common aim of all share­
holders, big and small, is to obtain 
the m axim um  retu rn  on their invest­
m ent, by way of income through divi­
dends, or appreciation through capital 
growth.
If the Board of Directors continues 
to realise these aims it is seldom sub­
jected to challenge or change in com­
position. Hence there is a pronounced 
tendency for Boards of Directors to 
become self-perpetuating institutions
E. L. W heelw right, in O wnership  
and C ontrol o f Australian Companies, 
showed th a t a m inority  of very large 
shareholders owned a big m ajority of 
the to tal shares in  all companies. 
Furtherm ore, these large shareholders 
tended to exercise a controlling in ter­
est in the Boards of companies in 
which their capital was invested.
W here a large shareholder’s eggs 
are dispersed in more than one basket 
it is natu ral to find the same name 
appearing on m ore than one Board— 
m ultiple directorship. W here the 
companies in which this occurs are 
functionally related, as in the case of 
a  supplier of raw m aterials or con­
sum er of finished products, the m ul­
tip le directorship acquires a new 
quality , th a t of interlocking director­
ship.
Not every m ultiple directorship is 
an interlocking directorship, nor is 
every m ultiple director necessarily a 
large shareholder, Mr. Raym ont 
Moore, for example, is the holder of 
possibly the largest num ber of com­
pany directorships in Australia, a 
position due to his accountancy busi­
ness, not to any interlocking invest­
m ent interest. Mr. R. A. Irish is an­
o ther accountant whose services are 
frequently  sought as a director, par­
ticularly by companies faced with 
financial difficulties.
However, the p a ttern  th a t clearly 
emerges from the carefully docum ent­
ed evidence in Hylda Rolfe’s book is I 
th a t most m ultiple directorships in 
large A ustralian companies are in te r­
locking directorships. Furtherm ore, 
this p attern  conforms w ith conclusions 
drawn from a study of fifty of the 
top British companies by Michel 
H arratt-B row n and others, published 
in  Universities and L ife  Review , Lon- . 
don 1958, viz.: |
“A network of interlocking director­
ates and connections ensures harm ony 
between the different mem bers of the 
capitalist power elite and between the 
different centres of economic power.”
H ylda Rolfe confined her study to 
th e  fifty largest predom inantly  Aus­
tralian-ow ned companies, a sufficiently 
exhausting task for one research 
worker. {
She found th a t the 302 directors of 
these companies between them held
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750 directorships—348 of them  in the 
fifty companies examined and 402 in 
275 o ther companies.
T he greater num ber (54) of m ultiple 
directorships held in the greater num ­
ber (five and a half times) ‘outside’ 
companies infers a dom inating  in ­
fluence of the fifty largest over the 
smaller companies.
Closer exam ination reinforces this 
inference, because 133 of the 302 
directors of the top fifty companies 
held only one Board place each. This 
left 169 who share between them  617 
directorships in 325 ‘outside’ com­
panies.
In  delineating the interconnections 
of these interlocking directorships and 
in outlining, so far as was possible, 
the professions, education and social 
background of directors concerned, the 
au thor has provided valuable data 
from which significant conclusions can 
be drawn about whose class interests 
they represent and serve.
T h e  author refrains from drawing 
any such conclusions, b u t marxists 
will find that her fully docum ented 
work confirms their views on the role 
and structure of m onopoly capitalism 
in Australia.
E.W.C.
AUSTRALIAN DICTIONARY  
OF BIOGRAPHY.
V ol. 1, 1788-1850 , A-H . 
General Editor, Douglas 
Pike. Melbourne University 
Press 518 pp., $1 2 .0 0 .
TH IS is a book which should warm 
the cockles of A ustralian nationalism  
—particularly  if one is to lerant to­
wards the idea th a t the academics of 
Australia, particularly historians, have 
accepted a responsibility for the p re­
servation of our culture.
T h e  Editorial Board, th e  N ational 
Committee, the working parties from
the various states are mostly historians. 
Of the 250 w riters who contributed 
the 535 entries in this volume about 
half are academics, a few’ from u n i­
versities in England, H olland or 
America, the m ajority from A ustralian 
universities.
Entries, some short, some long, de­
pend usually on the significance in 
A ustralian history of the man or 
woman whose life is described. Some 
of the characters are English govern­
ors; some are ex-convicts; there are 
explorers, scientists, business-men, 
clergy, farm ers, Aborigines. All had 
some influence on the developm ent of 
the colony’s life in the period to 1850, 
or were influenced by th e  colony in 
some way; so Charles Darwin has a 
page devoted to him , since the Beagle, 
w ith Darwin aboard as naturalist, was 
anchored at Sydney in 1836 for some 
weeks and “A ustralian flora and fauna 
gave Darwin some very valuable evi­
dence on evolution”.
I t is a dictionary, and u n til the 
appearance of the o th er volume for 
this period, the reader is likely to be 
infuriated  by cross-references to people 
whose surnames do not start with a 
le tter from A to H. O ne gets good 
accounts of most of the governors, 
including the ill-fated Bligh, bu t 
naturally  the two who probably con­
tribu ted  most, Phillip  and  M acquarie, 
m ust wait for the next tim e around. 
One finds oneself regretting th a t Mars- 
den, M acarthur and M acquarie, all 
intim ately connected in  time, d id  not 
possess surnames starting  w ith A, B or 
C, since these three m en have re­
m ained controversial figures for his­
torians to the present. B ut the absence 
of the M ’s and  P ’s will soon be rec­
tified and one should assess this vol­
um e w ith th a t thought in m ind.
It is not ‘G reat Man T heory ' stuff, 
though it is history in  the form of 
the lives of individuals. T h e  essence 
of good biography is the ability of 
the w riter to show his subject in thd
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setting which helped to m ake him  
and w hich he helped to make. He is 
like an  actor who is never alone on 
the stage. He is surrounded by others, 
some of whom have possibly more 
im portan t roles to play than  he.
T h u s  through the life of Bligh, 
who received, and deserves, four pages 
w ritten  by A. G. L. Shaw, the reader 
may learn  a fair am ount about the 
economic and social developm ent in 
the penal settlem ent up  to 1810. Simi­
larly J. M. W ard, in  his account of 
the life of Charles FitzRoy, governor 
un til 1854, shows how the colony 
grappled w ith its political problems, 
the clashes between the conservatives 
and the m ore democratic forces (the 
u rban  m iddle and working classes) 
over the type of responsible govern­
m ent which was to be achieved, and 
the long-distance argum ents between 
the British colonial heirarchy and the 
wild colonials.
T h ere  is a fascinating glimpse of 
FitzRoy’s disagreem ent w ith “ that 
acrim onious divine J. D, Lang, q.v.” 
and a revealing passage about the 
character of FitzRoy himself: “He 
stood for no inconvenient principles. 
H e genuinely sympathised with pro­
jects of colonial advancement, such as 
the railways, the university, and the 
growth of m anufacturing. His sense 
of display and geniality commended 
him  to the m ultitude. ‘T h e  lower 
classes’ he wrote in 1853 ‘are too well 
off a t present to trouble their heads 
about politics.’ ”
Both the entries quoted  have help­
ful bibliographies. In  general the 
bibliography work is sound throughout, 
b u t there are some poor patches— 
several authors merely quote their 
own published work as a guide to 
fu rth e r reading! Some subjects get 
m ore space th an ' they deserve, some 
less. T h e  account of George Bass is 
not satisfying, om itting  as it does any 
reference to the confirmation by Bass 
of the  discovery of coal in the llla-
w arra district, not im portan t in 1797 
b u t of significance now.
Overall however, the first volume 
promises m uch for the student of Aus­
tralian  history. W hen the twelve vol­
umes planned have been produced, 
two for 1788-1850, four for 1851-1890, 
and six probably, for 1891-1938, they 
will constitute an invaluable source of 
reference.
I t is to be hoped that all secondary 
schools and all teachers will include 
T h e Australian D ictionary o f Bio­
graphy in their libraries, possibly as 
a first step towards an A ustralian sec­
tion. I t is unfortunately true that the 
history of ou r own country is but 
sketchily taught and even m ore sketch­
ily learned in the schools.
M. W.
[T he second volume has now appeared 
—Ed.]
A  CONTINENT IN DANGER  
by Vincent Serventy, Andre 
Deutsch (Survival B ooks), 
2 4 0  pp., 45s stg.
T H IS  BOOK is not to warn Aus­
tralians about the yellow peril or the 
th reat of black power (the daily press 
does th a t often enough), bu t about 
the less-publicized exterm ination of 
A ustralian wildlife, and the  damage 
(in some places irreparable) to the Aus­
tra lian  environm ent caused by “short­
sighted greed”. So there is p lenty of 
politics in it, b u t like the destruction 
itself, the politics often rem ain u n ­
identified by many of us.
C ontinent in Danger is the latest 
of an urgent series of books by scien­
tifically honest and indignant bio­
logists—such as R ape o f the Earth, 
This P lundered Planet, T h e  Quiet 
Crisis, and  T h e Great Exterm ination, 
w hich condemn the indiscrim inate 
destruction of m an’s natu ral resources 
under the guise of "developm ent” and 
“the quick q u id ”.
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T he au thor is V incent Serventy, 
noted naturalist and  w ildlife photo­
grapher and lecturer, who is now the 
Editor of W ildlife in Australia, a 
quarterly  magazine w hich every p a tri­
otic A ustralian should read, if only 
to learn w hat he and his descendants 
are losing.
Losing is perhaps too m ild  a word. 
Stewart Udall, Secretary of the U nited 
States D epartm ent of In terio r recently 
stated that w hat is not saved (in 
USA) as n a tu re  reserves, national 
parks and wilderness areas in  the 
1960’s, will never be saved. T h is esti­
m ate also applies to A ustralia, which 
since the Second W orld W ar has w it­
nessed an accelerated destruction of 
most natu ral habitats—the Brigalow 
country in Q ueensland is an example. 
O ut of some 21,000,000 acres of this 
type of landscape, no reserve or 
national park of typical Brigalow has 
yet been perm anently  saved from the 
bulldozer, the m atch, and the four- 
footed plough.
Does it shock or interest you (as a 
citizen of the world) to know th a t 
over a hundred  species of b irds and 
anim als — evolved over m illions of 
years — have, over the last century, 
suddenly disappeared from  the face 
of the earth?
Does it d isappoint you (as an Aus­
tralian) to learn th a t already six 
species of m arsupials, about 5%  of the 
total, are now extinct, and th a t about 
40% are on the verge of extinction?
“If there is an anim al heaven,” says 
Serventy, "no doubt the native Aus­
tralian  anim als already exterm inated 
—as well as the passenger pigeon, the 
great auk and the dodo—look down 
in  wonder, and ask: “W ill hum ans 
never learn?”
I t is a new twist to the folksong 
about when will we ever learn  to stop 
misusing hum an energies and begin 
to live in peace.
Serventy’s book is a m ine of in te r­
esting inform ation about A ustralian 
wildlife. I t is the f ru it of a lifetim e’s 
patien t study of anim als in  the bush. 
As such, it  deserves respect. T he 
au thor is a knowledgeable enthusiast 
and a self-confessed optim ist, even 
though he doesn’t see round  all the 
corners. W ho amongst us does? A fter 
detailing the reckless exploitation of 
our landscapes, and the disappearance 
of many of our beau tifu l and scien­
tifically valuable anim als, Serventy 
adds:
“I am an optim ist an d  I feel that 
the tide in  the affairs of men is 
running  in  favor o£ conservation. 
If we work now, success will be 
ours. Forces which appear form id­
able will m elt away. W e m ust face 
the opposition, not w ith abuse, but 
w ith reasoned argum ent. B ut with 
passion, too . . . ”
Serventy does not see the conserva­
tion of wildlife as preservation from  
m an, b u t as preservation fo r  man. He 
goes on to say th a t “a farm er does 
himself a disservice when he blames 
wildlife for pasture deterioration. 
W hen he has finally destroyed wild­
life, he may find it  too late to remove 
the real cause of the trouble, over­
stocking and often incorrect cultiva­
tion methods, including the use of 
fire”.
W hy is this? T his is w here Serventy 
falters: it is all caused by “ the ignor­
ance and selfish stupidity  of m an”. 
A lthough he sees all too clearly the 
ravages of exploitative land  use in a 
gruesome detail which only an  experi­
enced naturalist can appreciate, he 
tends to dodge its sociological im plica­
tions. H e does no t realise th a t the 
biological crisis which he so tellingly 
describes (caused by introduced sheep, 
cattle, goats, rabbits, etc., as well as 
more direct forms of h ab ita t destruc­
tion such as clearing forests, ring- 
barking and burning) is p a rt of the 
general political and economic crisis 
of our time. I t ’s a small world.
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Sometimes he comes close to it: for 
example, in discussing the hazards of 
pesticides—first blown open by Rachel 
Carson’s Silent Spring—he somewhat 
cynically comments:
"W hen listening to experts it is 
always essential to demand the 
background of the person con­
cerned. If they are connected with 
a chemical firm the opinions can 
safely be ignored. If employed by 
a G overnment D epartm ent, then 
most statements can be taken with 
a grain of salt, since Governments 
often blandly quote the head of 
a departm ent as saying one thing 
w hile his whole staff may have the 
opposite opinion. Even University 
D epartm ents, once the stronghold 
of honest and fearless opinions, 
have become timorous, now th a t so 
much of their money comes from 
governments, business or farm ing 
groups. T here  are, however, not­
able exceptions in Australia . . . ”
Vincent Serventy is in no doubt 
about the neglect of ecological re­
search — th a t is, research aimed at 
understanding our natural environ­
m ent, so th a t when we interfere with 
it, we know w hat we’re doing, and 
it won’t “go bad” on us. He points 
out that the reduction of the rabbit 
population  by myxomatosis since 1950 
added millions of pounds to A ustra­
lian woolgrowers’ cheques. Since the 
early 1920’s, research had aimed to 
introduce myxo as a biological control 
of the rabb it . . . “T h e  money saved 
by this team of scientists is far more 
than all the money spent on scien­
tific research since Australia was 
founded.”
W here do we go from here? Unlike 
many naturalists who know intim ately 
their birds and trees, and who derive 
pleasure from bewailing their fate, 
Serventy does not hesitate to propose, 
in the last and tenth chapter, what 
he calls “A Plan for Action”. For 
example, we need many more National 
Parks. At present Australia has a
grand total of some 5,000 square miles 
of N ational Parkland, which is one- 
sixth of one per cent of the total area 
of Australia. “An acceptable figure 
would be 5% , or 150,000 square 
miles.” We need proper public zoos 
(“It is time these were either closed 
or p u t under scientific management. 
Those that are intended merely as 
anim al circuses should at least be 
moved . . . ”); Federal control; proper 
m anagem ent of parks; professional 
training of conservationists; more edu­
cation; more camps . . .
T his is a useful, pleasing and stim u­
lating book, and one wishes for more 
of the au th o r’s intim ate photographs 
of anim als which most of us city 
dwellers know only by name. (Ever 
seen a num bat?—no, not a wombat!)
It is also a sobering book. Will we 
learn  to save in time? Serventy is an 
optim ist, although he realizes that 
there is “no commercial value” in “a 
koala, an unpolluted river, a dinosaur 
footprin t, a beach, a cave pain ting , an 
historic building, a stretch of wild 
coastline or forest wilderness.”
“W hen will we ever learn?” T he 
protection of our natural resources— 
w ithout which continued production 
at the highest level will be impossible 
—has now become a social responsi­
bility, and a challenge to the under­
standing and activity for conservation 
of all sections of Australians.
D odo .
EXISTENTIALISM AND  
ALIENATION IN AMERICAN 
LITERATURE by Sidney 
Finkelstein. International 
Publishers, 31 4  pp., $US 2 .50 .
JO H N  DONNE, one of the great Eng­
lish poets of the seventeenth century, 
moved by his consciousness of the 
essential unity of the hum an race, 
once proclaim ed th a t “no m an is an 
island”. Yet today there are vast num ­
bers of individuals who feel they are 
islands in a chaotic universe, who are
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afflicted with a terrifying sense of 
spiritual isolation and loneliness. 
T hough the m ajority of such people 
have neither the power nor the oppor­
tunity  to express their sense of alien­
ation, there are writers, artists and 
philosophers who can and do speak 
for them.
Among the ideas which conscious­
ness of alienation has given rise to 
is the philosophy of existentialism , 
and it is the n atu re  and history of 
this body of doctrine and its relation­
ship with American litera tu re  which 
the American m arxist, Sidney Finkel- 
stein, examines in his book on the 
subject.
Like o ther ideas, existentialism  has 
roots in the past, though it is con­
tem porary social pressures which have 
been responsible for the wide and 
rapid spread of its teachings. Any­
one who has heard  of the French 
writers, Jean-Paul Sartre and  Albert 
Camus, will have heard of existential­
ism, and in fact the increasing popu­
larity of the existentialist philosophy 
throughout the western world during 
the last two decades largely stems 
from the initial publicity conferred by 
these two authors.
A lthough existentialist ideas are de­
fended by their protagonists w ith 
great passion and sincerity, they do 
not form a clear cut system of 
thought, logical and consistent w ithin 
itself, and for this reason some people 
doubt w hether existentialism  should 
be called a philosophy. However, des­
p ite  its lack of systematisation, there 
can be no doubt th a t it presents a 
very particular and definite approach 
to life.
Finkelstein begins his historical 
analysis of existentialism  by pointing  
ou t th a t the European thinkers of 
the eighteenth century, the ‘Age of 
E nlightenm ent’, believed th a t pro­
gress was a law of history. T hey saw 
the world as capable of rational ex­
planation. But du ring  the following
century, industrial developm ent in ten­
sified the contradictions of capitalist 
society to the point where some 
thinkers began to claim that there 
could be no such th ing  as progress for 
m ankind, that life (as existentialists 
say today) was ‘absurd’. A conclusion 
was that each individual must live 
for himself alone, and withdraw  him ­
self, in m ind at least, from the p rob­
lems of society and his fellow-men.
In their search for a philosophical 
ancestor, the existentialists have fixed 
on the Danish th inker and writer, 
Kierkegaard (1813-1855), and as Finkel­
stein dem onstrates in his careful dis­
section of K ierkegaard’s thought, their 
choice was logical. Kierkegaard totally 
rejected the concept of progress and 
proclaimed th a t ‘subjectivity is tru th ’.
Finkelstein points ou t that the w rit­
ings of Marx and Engels were begin­
ning to appear at the same time as 
K ierkegaard’s. W hile there was some 
tru th  in the la tte r’s view of society, 
it was lim ited by its superficiality, 
whereas by m aking a thorough ana­
lysis of the way in which capitalist 
society functions, M arx and Engels 
were able to prove th a t the existing 
state of affairs was only tem porary, 
and that in due course its contra­
dictions would be resolved by a new 
and higher form of social organisation 
in which m an would cease to be alien­
ated and dehum anised.
Among the philosophers who have 
influenced existentialists is Nietzsche. 
Finkelstein’s explanation of the con­
tradictions in the la tte r’s thought is 
most illum inating. Among o ther things 
he shows how some parts of Nietzsche’s 
philosophy provided a basis for the 
ideas of Germ an fascism.
One peculiarity  of existentialism, 
which presum ably derives from its 
lack of a systematic body of doctrine, 
is th a t its adherents may be either 
religious or atheist, as well as being 
either progressive or reactionary in 
politics. Sartre, for instance, is to
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q u ite  an extent in agreem ent with 
m arxism , whereas Camus rem ained 
hostile to it un til the tim e of his 
death. One of the German existen­
tialists, Heidegger, is essentially a 
supporter of fascism, whereas another, 
Jasper, is m uch less reactionary in the 
political sense.
T h e  title  of the book is slightly 
misleading insofar as it deals w ith 
alienation in o ther literatures besides 
American. A part from the French 
writers m entioned above, the signifi­
cance of the work of Dostoievsky, 
Kafka and others in relation to the 
grow th of alienation in litera tu re  is 
exam ined in some detail. Dostoievsky, 
it is pointed out, presents his alien­
ated characters from an essentially 
hum anist point of view, whereas Kafka 
projects his own alienation into his 
writing.
As the au thor pu ts it (p. 159), ‘In 
such w riters as Balzac, Tolstoi, Dreiser 
and O ’Neill, who have depicted the 
process of alienation in bourgeois 
society, there is no accompanying 
alienation on the p a rt of the writers 
themselves. As they depict it, aliena­
tion is a form of hum an suffering or 
self-destruction, and they thereby re­
veal the alienated themselves as u n ­
derstandably hum an beings through 
whom the reader learns something 
about him self . . .
“W ith the crisis in the 20th century, 
however, we en ter a new stage where 
side by side with the hum anised por­
trayal of alienated lives, a litera tu re 
appears which expresses the w riter’s 
own alienation. These conflicting cur­
rents will often appear side by side 
in the same artist. Behind this ex­
pression of alienation lies a deepening 
subjectivism. T h e  artist’s absorption 
in his in ternal or subjective life be- 
gfns to overwhelm his view of others, 
who take on a hostile, m onstrous or 
fearsome appearance. T h e  "hum an i­
sation” dwindles to the artis t’s own 
longings, fears and frustrations, often
poignantly revealed, while his outer- 
world outlook reveals only w hat h e  is 
estranged from, finding in  it  no ties 
to o r common ground w ith his own
being.”
Proceeding from this standpoint, the 
au thor makes an extremely interesting 
and capably argued analysis of various 
contem porary American writers. W il­
liam  Faulkner is shown to be a w riter 
whose approach to litera ture was 
based on an idealised view of the 
form er slave society of the southern 
States, and whose style is a com pound 
of hum anisation and alienation. Dos 
Passos’ fam ous novel, U .S.A ., comes 
close to being one of the great A mer­
ican social novels in conception and 
skill bu t fails because of its lack of 
hum anism . Some writers, like H enry 
M iller for exam ple, while not acknow­
ledged existentialists, are very close to 
the existentialist position in their v ir­
tual rejection of the possibility of a 
rational explanation of reality. Others, 
like Norm an M ailer and James Bald­
win, seem to have been strongly in ­
fluenced by existentialism, somewhat 
to the detrim ent of their literary work. 
Finkelstein is in no sense dogmatic 
in his treatm ent of the work of these 
writers, being careful to point ou t the 
positive features which exist even in 
the subjective naturalism  of writers 
like H enry M iller, and to show th a t 
no w riter is completely static in his 
approach to life o r literature.
A ltogether, Finkelstein’s book dem ­
onstrates the power of marxism as a 
tool of thought, its ability to pene­
tra te  beneath the surface of things and 
discover the underlying essence of 
reality. No one who is interested in 
e ither philosophy or litera tu re  could 
fail to be completely absorbed by it, 
and it  is to be hoped th a t some 
readers will be encouraged to inquire 
to w hat extent, if any, existentialism 
and alienation have influenced litera­
tu re  in Australia.
R.W,
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THE BANJO  OF TH E BUSH, 
by Clement Semmler, Lans- 
downe Press, 26 3  pp, $5 .25 .
CLEM ENT SEMMLER begins his fore­
word to T h e Banjo o f the  Bush by 
paraphrasing H. P. Heseltine, who 
wrote on the occasion of the centen­
ary of A. B. Paterson’s b irth , that we 
have retained from his literary  career 
a num ber of well loved poems, but 
not an image of the m an who wrote 
them.
In  the course of the 250 pages 
which follow Semmler transposes 
H eseltine’s statem ent in to  the past 
tense: we now have a vivid image of 
Banjo, the man: and we have what 
Semmler lays claim to in the sub title 
of the book, a record of “the work, 
life and times of A. B. Paterson”.
I t is all there. T h e  book begins 
with two chapters about Paterson as 
both collector and au th o r of bush 
ballads and his emergence as a leading 
exponent of the literary ballad of the 
nineties. Semmler then takes us back 
to the b irth  of Andrew Barton Pater­
son near O range in 1864, to the p ion­
eering days, his bush boyhood amongst 
the struggling cockies, and his growing 
up in Sydney w ith his grandm other 
a t Gladesville. And so on.
W ith superb constructive skill, Clem­
en t Semmler takes us th rough  Banjo’s 
life, work and times, analysing Pater­
son’s relation to Lawson and others of 
the Bulletin school, sketching in the 
social background of the nineties, fol­
lowing Paterson to the Boer war and 
sharply probing his a ttitu d e  to the 
death of Breaker M orant. Paterson 
and his literary work continue to hold 
the centre of the stage b u t the back­
ground of London in the twenties and 
Sydney during the  depression years is 
clearly etched in. Paterson’s career as 
lawyer, journalist, war correspondent 
(1914-18) and editor are traced; his 
skill as horsem an, his love of horses 
and horse racing are highlighted.
Banjo Paterson was a pu n ter from 
way back. He rarely missed a race 
meeting. He w rote ballads, sketches, 
articles, a novel T h e Shearer’s Colt, 
and an unpublished book which can 
only be described as an encyclopaedia 
of the gee-gees, titled  Race H orses 
and Racing in Australia, all arising 
from his life long pursu it of ‘the 
sport of kings’. M odern punters would 
be well advised to heed the message 
contained in Paterson’s laconic com­
ment: “If you back favorites you’ll 
have no laces in your boots, b u t if 
you back outsiders you’ll have no 
boots.”
Paterson emerges as a most a ttrac­
tive personality: modest, with a dry 
laconic sense of hum or, and deep 
strength of character. H e spent most 
of his life in big cities b u t preferred 
the country and his verse is leavened 
with an obviously sincere desire to 
retu rn  to the good old droving days.
We see Paterson th e  young rebel 
reading H enry George, Mill and Adam 
Smith, w riting a pam phlet vehemently 
arguing the necessity for land reform , 
and lashing out a t the  rich and power­
ful, com plaining th a t th e  finest houses 
in Sydney belonged to “a m an who in­
herited a huge fortune m ade solely 
o u t of the rise and rents of real 
estate . . . spends most of his tim e 
in England. H e never d id  a day’s 
work in his life, and yet can have 
every luxury  w hile hundreds of his 
fellow countrym en have to  toil and 
pinch arid contrive to  get a living.” 
And there is Paterson the m ilitan t 
poet prophesying th a t the "tenants 
soon will carry arms on Kiley’s ru n .”
T hen  we see Paterson the conser­
vative in  his declining years, very 
m uch at hom e am ongst the  snobs in 
the fashionable clubs and badgering 
his publisher to  get one of his books 
ou t “while the Prince is here (so) he 
and his entourage m ight take it home 
with them  . . .” and deleting a re­
ference to a gam bling prince in the
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book for fear of offending or even 
being sued by royalty. Clement Semrn- 
le r comments: “ How different the 
Paterson hanging on to the idea of 
royal patronage, from the Paterson 
who applauded A rchibald's almost re­
publican enthusiasms.” However, 
Semmier makes it clear that Eric But­
le r’s am biguous reference to Paterson 
as an advisor of the New G uard in 
the th irties is absolutely w ithout 
foundation.
Indeed, Paterson showed in his tr i­
bu te  to J. F. Archibald, th a t the old 
rebellious fire was no t entirely p u t out. 
H e described A rchibald as “ the first 
A ustralian to call the English bluff” 
a t a tim e when “we were insulted by 
im ported globe tro tting  snobs, exploit­
ed by im ported actors and singers, 
mostly worn ou t and incom petent” 
and we hear the echo of his words 
coming up through the years to our 
present day Australia.
Inevitably Clem ent Semmier devotes 
a long chapter to the origins of 
W altzing M atilda: “ it is a t once bush 
song, com munity-singing song, m arch­
ing song, school song and folk song, 
and has frequently been described as 
A ustralia’s unofficial national anthem .” 
H e makes ou t a detailed arid logical 
case in favor of Paterson’s au thor­
ship, refu ting  Oscar M endelsohn’s 
theory th a t Paterson did not write 
W altzing M atilda  b u t ra th er heard  it 
as an old bush ballad in his boyhood 
and a t the  age of twenty-six recalled 
it and set the idea to the tune, played 
by C hristina MacPherson on the auto­
harp  at W inton. I, for one, was im ­
pressed by M endelsohn’s compelling 
po in t th a t Paterson never ever p ub­
lished W altzing M atilda  under his 
own name.
Banjo Paterson is undoubtedly the 
most read, quoted  and loved poet who 
ever picked up a pen in this country; 
and threaded through this book is 
Semmier, the profound literary scholar, 
tu rn ing  th e  various facets of Paterson’s
peculiar genius to the light, thus show­
ing the source of the magic.
The Banjo o f the Bush is a m ajor 
work of biography b u t it is also a 
supremely readable book which can 
be enjoyed by any literate Australian 
who has not yet surrendered to the 
cult of the Yankee pop song or re­
tired to the un-A ustralian ivory tower 
where T h e  Banjo is dismissed as a 
w riter of crude doggerel.
Jo s e p h  C o l l in s .
N. M. AMOSOFF, RUSSIAN  
SURGEON, Translated by 
George St. George.
Neville Spearman, $4 .25 .
T H IS is no cosy ‘Diary of a Doctor 
who Tells’. Rather, it is concerned 
with the harsh realities which con­
fron t the modern surgeon; with the 
way in which the growing sophisti­
cation of operating techniques means 
also a growing burden on the sur­
geon’s shoulders. In this sense Amo- 
soff is concerned with one of the 
central dilemmas of ou r time; for in 
a very real way technological advances 
have outstripped m an’s psychological 
m ake-up, his ability to cope fully with 
their significance and demands. And 
w ith the surgeon the problem  is 
shown to be especially acute. His 
position makes it impossible for him 
to view the p atien t just as an inert 
object, there to have the wonders of 
modern m edicine perform ed upon it. 
A nd so it is continually the question 
of hum an involvement, and hum an 
responsibility with which Amosoff 
deals.
Tw o of his patients, both young 
girls, die on the operating table; the 
second, in fact, because of a m istake 
on his part. A nd so the whole situ­
ation is paradoxical and torm enting. 
A couple of years ago, before the de­
velopm ent of the heart-lung machine, 
neither of the girls would have
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been operated on. But now that 
scientific and technological advances 
have made the m achine possible, the 
operations can take place. But both 
girls die. “ I represent science,” writes 
Amosoff. “ I feel terrib le.”
And i t ’s out of this paradox that 
we see the Russian surgeon emerge. 
On the one hand he is the man of 
science, offering his patien ts the 
chance of a m iraculous recovery. But 
on the o ther hand, he is the man 
who finds every operation  a harrow ­
ing experience, as the patien t's  life 
throbs a t his finger-tips, and as all 
too often the precision and efficiency 
of the m achine cannot be m atched by 
the surgeon.
T he whoJe situation is well dram a­
tised in the section dealing w ith the 
second girl, Maya, who dies after a 
five hour operation: the work is p ro ­
gressing well; the hole in h e r heart, 
which threatens to kill her naturally  
w ithin a few years, has been found; 
and though her condition is compli­
cated by an abscessed lung, Amosoff 
works steadily, hopeful of a large 
measure of success.
Suddenly there is a geyser of blood 
which hits me straight in the face. 
Instantly the hole is found by touch 
and plugged by my finger.
“Clean my glasses!”
For a second I ’m blind . But no 
m atter. My finger knows w hat to do.
"Keep m opping up the blood in the 
Wound!”
T h e  aneurism  wall has burst. In 
one place I have cut too deep . . .
T h e  final section of the book deals 
w ith an at least tem porarily  success­
ful operation of a  young scientist; 
and again it  is the contrast between 
the efficiency and objectivity of 
Science on the  one side, and the all
too hum an elem ent on the other, on 
which Amosoff concentrates.
Sasha, the young m an, is engaged 
upon scientific research into the 
structure of the brain , and especially 
the m ind. He is trying to show that 
the whole th ing works like a super­
com puter, except for the fact that, 
unlike a com puter, the  m ind  forgets 
or makes mistakes. If only this can 
be overcome, then m en will truly be 
able to live ordered and rational 
lives. O perations too, Amosoff points 
out, would be invariably successful; 
bu t in the m eantim e this operation, 
and the im m ediate post-operative 
complications, dra in  all his physical 
and m ental energies for over twelve 
hours.
In  all, Russian Surgeon  is an ab­
sorbing and im portan t book. And the 
fact that it has already sold over one 
m illion copies in the USSR indicates 
th a t it is of a  m uch more general 
interest than the title  perhaps ind i­
cates. And as one reads it, one wants 
continually to relate it to surgical 
practice and  behaviour in western 
countries, to see in w hat way medicine 
in the Soviet U nion reflects the d if­
ferent economic ethos. A nd Amosoff 
himself is aware of th is issue as well, 
answering it not only indirectly by 
the extent of his hum anity  and in ­
volvement, b u t also by his description 
of an operation he saw in the USA:
“It was a very difficult operation 
w ith artificial blood circulation, very 
complicated, very troublesome. T he 
patien t was still in the room barely 
alive. A nd in the corner the sur­
geons and anaesthetists had  gathered 
for a conference, speaking in low 
voices and w riting som ething on a 
piece of paper. I asked the in te r­
preter, a  very nice fellow, w hat they 
were doing. T h e  m icrophone was still 
connected, and he listened through 
his receiver. ‘T hey are dividing the 
fee for the operation’.”
L e o n  C a n t r e ll
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